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Introduction 


There is not at present any Satisfactory history of printing in the West Indies 

as a whole. Most work which has been done has concentrated on printing, the periodical 
press, bookselling etc, in an individwml island or territory. Even for those islands 
which have received fairly considerable study (e.g. Jamaica, Guadeloupe) much work 
remains to be done before e comprehensive study of these trades can be prepared for 

the particular island, Only when this has been undertaken will it be possible to 

make useful comparisons between the different territories, or between the West Indies 
and other appropriate regions (i.e, comparison with some of the North American colonies, 
or with such pleces as Mauritius. In some instences ~ such asthe development of 
newspapers - comparison with English provincial printing would be instructive also). 


Several areas for research for each territory seem most important es a basis for later 
interpretive or comparative work: 


1. to establish lists o, and details on, those who were printers/ 
bookbinders/booksellers/stationers etc, 

2. To establish lists of the publications which were printed or 
distributed by these workers, Since so little hes survived 
of most early West Inden printing, to give the locations of 
surviving copies forms an important part of this task. 

3- To examine the legislation, governnent contracts, official 
control of the press and other conditions under which the printers 
etc. would have operated, 

4. To establish the sources of supply (for printing/binding materials, 
workaen etc.) used by the printers. 


Many different sources of information may be used or needed for these purposes. The 
books, newspapers and periodicals produced by the printers will yield much information: 
evidence of paper, typefaces and so forth, plus advertisements. Records such as wills 
and inventories are often useful particularly for those islands like Jameica whose 
archives are well preserved. In studies of provincial printing in Britain (by e.g. 

The Book Trade in the North Research Group) much valuable work has beon done by 
librarians and others in analysing trade directories, almanacs and the like, and one 
Suspects that investigation of the rich resources of such libraries as the Institute 

of Jamaica would prove very helpful in this way. 
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The history of the booktrade in the West Indies is but a part of the wider 

history of the region, and it goes without saying that the booktrade can be 

Studies only in this wider context. To attempt to study early Trinidadian printing, 
for example, without immersing oneself in the late 18th/early 19th century, history 
of the island cannot produce very useful results. This point should be remembered 
in the context of the notd4s which follow, since they attempt only to summarise the 
Sources concerned specifically with printing and related trades. 


These notes are by no means exhaustive even for the territories with which they 
deal. I have no doubt that there are French, Dutch, Danish and Swedish sources 
Which would add valuable material on the areas over which now or formerly these 
countries had Soverignty. No attempt has been made to deal with Spanish America, 
al though Cuba, Puerto Rico and the Dominican Republic should fall within the terms 
of reference. The difference in history between the Spanish territories and the 
other islands must stand for my excuse in this respect: Lawrence S, Thompson's 
Printing in colonial Spanish America (Shoestring Press, 1962) serves as a good 
introduction to this field. for the purposes of these notes, 'West Indies' has 
been taken to include the Behamas, Bermuda, the Guianas and those territories in 
Central America which were formerly British, as well as the West Indian islands. 


General Studies. of West Indian printing 
An outstanding book is Isaiah Thomas! History of Printing in America, first 


published in 1810, of which a revised second edition was published by the American 
Antiquarian Society in 1874 (and is available in a modern offset litho reprint). 
Despite its great age, it is still worth consulting for the brief sections which 
it includes on the West Indies. 


Pierre Deschamps' L' Imprimerie hors 1'Burope (Paris 1902) has been used in the 
preparation of these notes. Arranged as a sort of gazetteer of early printing, 

it incorporates the notes included by Henry Cotton in his Typographical Gazetteer 
(1st series Oxford 1831: second series Oxford 1866). Though useful in some respects, 
it needs to be used with caution, as Deschamps confused Spanish Town and Port of 
Spain and makes a number of other alarming errors. . 


A modern study is Bradford F. Swan's volume on The Caribbean region in 'The 

Spread of printing' series edited by Colin Claire (Amsterdam, 1970). Swan's 

Volume contains some information not easily accessible elsewhere (including an 
excellent section on printing in the Dutch islands, contributed by Dr, Jan Hartog) 
but is flawed by the author's reliance upon Iseiah Thoms and his ignorance of 

much recent work: see the review of the volume contributed by K,E, Ingram to 

The library 5th series, vol. 28 no.1 (\March 1973) pp. 72-74, or that by 

Roderick Cave in The Private Library 2nd series vol.5 no.2 (Summer 1972) pp.110-112, 


Wetesvacecsendes 


A very substantial amount of the research material surviving is in the Public 

Records Office in London (or of course in Archives/Libraries in Spain, France 

and the Netherlands), Unfortuantely the Calendar of State Papers: Oolonial 

series does not extend beyond 1734, too early for this series to be of use except 

for Jamaica and Barbados printing. ‘The writer has made use of Herbert 0, Bell and 

David W, Parker: ~ Guide to British West Indien Archive mterials in Lond 

the islands for the history of the United States (Washington, 1926), of E.C, Baker's 
wide to records in the Windward Islands (oxford, 1968) and A guide to records 

in the Leeward i Jelands (Oxford, 1965 ) and of Jerome Handler's A guide to source 

materials for the study of Barbados history 1627 - 1834 (Carbondale, Illinois, 1971) 

to give some guidance to the location of some important materials in the Public 

Records Office, but much research in the P,R.O. is still necessary. Some other 

libraries in Britain (e.g. Rhodes House Library, Royal Commonwealth Society) also 

contain materials of importance, and more investigation of their holdings is also 

needed, 


For the United States, much matexal could no doubt be located in those libraries 
which collect West Indiam (like the Bancroi't”Litrary at U.C. Berkéloy, or The 

John Carter Brown Library at Providence R.1.). whe only American Library whose 
holdings were checked for these notes is the American Antiquarian Socidy: Waldo 
Lincoln's 'List of newspapers of the West Indies and Bermuda in the Library of the 
American Antiquarian Society ' (published in the Society's Transactions, April 1926 ) 
formed the basis for this work. 


These various bibliographical aids are referred to as 'Thomas', 'Deschamps', 'Swan!, 
"Bell & Parker’, "Baker : Leeward! 'Baker: Windward’ and 'Lincoln' in the notes 
which follow. 2 rae 


ANGUTLDA. 

No reference to printing on’Anguilla has been found, and I suspect that if letter- _ 
press printing has been exercised, it has been only in the 20th century. Such 
publications of HiM. Commissioner in Anguilla es I have seen have all been _ 
duplicated or offset litho. In the past no doubt Anguilla's needs were provided 

by printers in St, Kitts, dv. 


ANTIGUA 

Printing was introduced into Antigua by Thomas Smith, a protege of Benjamin Franklin's 
in 1748. After Smith's death, in the summer of 1752, Franklin sent his nephew 
Benjamin Mecom to teke over the business. 


An excellent account of the aio a is po os Wilberforce Bames in his 


The Antig Press and (Worcester, Mass, 1929). 


Ave dccvccsivecdes 


eaessaee 
see eee® 


of early printing on the islang of Antigua ( 


Baker: Leewards ives a list On pp.22~3 of Antigua newspapers in 
Museum and the island, The P,R 


Year 1807 (¢.0, 
152 : 90) and algo. ‘the Journals of the General Council /Assembly of the Leewarg 
Islands for the period 1 March ~ 23 78) which may have been 
; the historian of Antigua, the P.R.o, 
€lso has: aq copy of The Antigua Mercury or St, John's Weekly Advertiser, No.518, 
3 May 1777, for which he gives the ror 11 BT. (which seems inadequate), 


Among the Tecords preserved in St. John's, 


of William Collins, 


ARUBA 


Proprietor or the Gazette who died in .1824 
interest (Antigua, Book of Wills, 1825.38 


According to Jan Hartog, writing in Swan, 


Aruba at the end of 


Parker PPe 44 & 330. 


The PRO has some of these papers (at c 


Periods, Sept - Noy 


‘printing only came to the island or 
the nineteenth century.' . See Curacao, 


early Bahamian printing Survive at Nassau, ac 


Votes of the eee Assembly 1794 ~ 1815 4 
Laws of Bahamas 1764/98, 1799/1800 ete, 


Bahamas Gazette 1784/5, 1789/90, 1792 + ete, 


1785, July 1786, The 


& number of 18th century issues, 


cording to Bel] @ 


Barbados is better provided for, bibliographically, than any other aerate 
Jerome S. Handler's A guide to Source materials for the aan on all items 
AS2T=1834 (Carbondale, 111, 1971) included a chronological list B sebci much 
printed in Barbados, with locations and other ennotation pleats Sar wed 
typographic detail it provides the vital locations to permit suc 

undertaken, 


There is a valuable essay by E.M. Shilstone, ‘Some notes on wn ge Seheren 
newspapers in Barbados! in the Journal of the Barbados Museun & wes ) rpm 
Vol.26 no.1 (Nov, 1958) pp. 19-33. For this survey ~ pete y | ib ols 
of a Barbadian historian mather ‘thon a typographic historian - a a work could 
Tecords preserved in the island, TI have little doubt that more use 

be done in this way, 


From the typographic angle Barbadian ;rinting has been eh by wee L 
Mollurtrie, whose Barly printing in Barbadds (London, sla | se : tg 
to @ large part derived from information given hin by gions “ Pe e.. 
MeMurtrie did not attempt any enalysis of types, or exemination of Eat : 

‘his Contribution is therefore less useful than one might gs 1 Pe see of 
surviving 18th century Barbados work from this point of view, and a ia mnie 
Handler's listing onward fron 1834 to the end of the 19th century are two 
areas for further research, 


BARBUDA blished in 
According to Deschamps, Gotton stated that an English newspaper was hist 
; surpris 
Barbuda in 1800. In the absence of any evidence for this rather : 
+>} mean . 
Statement, I Suspect this to be an error, and that Barbado "= 


BAY ISLANDs ugh 

eriod they 
No evidence for the existence of 4 press in the Bay Islands during me Pp oer: 
were under British control has been.found, ---I suspect that their pr ting 
were provided fron Belize, q.v. 


BELIZE : eam 

Until the mid-1820s the printing needs of the settlers in British vases ( 
ckshank 

were met fron Jamaica, Printing was started in Belize City by James 

in December, 1825, 


The only study of Belizean printing is by Roderick Cave, ip MSs he 
(ona, Department of Library Studies, 1974) which includes a gr S00 cae a ' 
century printers and of 19th century newspapers published in pers a in 
locations added. ‘The archives in Belize have been checked very briefly; those 


Rhodes House library has a good deal of interesting Belizean naterial, 


BERMUDA 

Little seems to have been published on the press in Bermuda 
of 8 brief essay by Douglas MeMurtrie, A project for rinting in Bermuda 1772 
(Chicago, privately printed 1928) which describes a proposal Isaiah Thomas made 
to move his printing house from Boston to Bermuda, ‘his project came to nothing, 
and the first printer to Set up in Bermuda was J. Stockdale in 1784, 


» With the exception: 


y Bermuda papers, 


Library also has good holdings of sane of 
earliest papers, The other materials for research are an unknown quantity. 


BONAIRE 

No information, I Suspect its printing needs were met from Curacao into the present 
century, 

CAYENNE 
Deschamps lists several 18th century books printed in French Guiana, the first, a 
Report of Meetings of the National Assembly dated 1777, ‘the second, a Traite ee: 
Sur les terres noyees de la & e 


s- by a certain Guisan, 


Captain of Infantry, 
isa Substantial quarto of over 350 pages, published fron 


']' Imprimerie au Roi! in 
1789 with the same imprint, 

Cayenne; its 19th century | 

Guadeloupe, with close control 


the 20th century) in his Notes 
the Caymanian commenced publication in March 1908, 
Sbendoned in 1910. Hirst makes no other reference 
the press was not introduced until that date. 
have yet been made, ” 


Islends (Kingston, 1910) 
but. owing to lack of support was 
to printing, and I suspect that 

No studies of Caymanian printing’ - 


| 


-CURACAO 


By .arrangements ‘ealk between the Venezuelan authorities and Governor oe 
Trinidad, printing was introduced into Caracas by the 7 of geapenepeces sap 

in 1808 (of. V.5- Naipaul, The loss of El Dorado, Penguin ed. — ; <j hoagll 
At that time Curacao was under British rule; following an earthquake te nee 
danaean in 1812 a Scots printer named William Lee moved his equipment ?rom 


j rtiser. 
to Willemstadt, starting publication of The Curacao Gazette & Commercial Adve 


d Curacaosche 
After the island was restored to the Dutch in 1816 it was renamed De 


Courent, and continues to appear today. 


Jan Hartog, writing in Swan (from which these details have been obtained) lists 
‘ | \ ch I 
Several works in his bibliography which would probably be of value, but, whi 


have not seen: 


J. Hartog : Journalistick leven en Curacao (Nijmegen 1944) . 
; ; u “ . ie s i 
“~Ost.I. Verschoor™: Gedenkbock tér gelegenheid van 150 ~ jarig 
van de Curacdosche Courant. 
ice 
In addition, the small file of papers on Caregee in the Public Records Off 
would be worth examining, 
DANISH WEST INDIES 
See St. Croix, St. Thomas. 
DOMINICA , 
Printing was introduced by William Smith who set up in Charlotte—Towm (Roseau) in 
become 
July 1765, commencing publication of The Dominica Gazette which by 1767 had os 
The Freeport Gazette or the Dominica Advertiser.and. by 1771 ‘the. Preeport Gazette 
rds 
or the Dominica Chronicle. Oopies of some issues survive in‘the Public Reco 
eet teteetttenstantietirestntinnentionmett 
Office, and the American Antiquarian Society. 


There are PN by Douglas McMurtrie. The first printing in Dominica (London, 
| p inary published 
privately printed, 1932) and (not seen by me) A prelim checklist of pu 


naterials relating to the history of printing in Dominica (Chicago, 1942) 


i : rint 
Baker: Windwards lists the fairly extensive holdings of early ge ing 
rar 
in the Archives Room of the Ministerial Buildings, in the Carnegie Free L y 
and elsewhere in Roseau. He refers also to a letter published in The Dominica i 
alist ’ ° t 
Chronicle, 12 Jan, 1931, which outlined ‘the history ‘of Dominica's newspapers 
Gazette des Petites Antilles 
is worth noting that the printer of one of these, the. . r 
J. Berrow, subsequently moved to St, Vincent.) Purther research in ‘the surviving 
Tecords in Dominica seems likely to be fruitful. 


GRENADA 
Printing was introduced by the beginning of 1765, when Willian Wayland commenced 


publication of the Royal Grenade Gazette. Isaiah Thomas said that there was 


T/* a ara 
ESE REISER EIT ee SS ge) SP mos BS BRA ere oe 


another printing house on the island, one established severe] years befor 


e Wayland's 


(which would appear to be confirmed by Waylend's address s+ 'The New Printing Office! 


but no more deteil is available. During the French occupation of the islend 
Alexandre Midleton was a printer: there; several works are listed by Deschenps, By 

- 1794 Matthew Gellagher was publishing the Wee Courant and Charibbeco Advertiser; 
Gallagher subsequently moved to Trinidad (q.v,) presurinbly leaving his Grenada 
equipment in store, as in 1808 it was. moved to Caracas, 


No studies of the press in Grenade are kmown to he, Baker: 
of papers in Grenada, 


note several early works Surviving in the P.R.0.: 


1) ¢.0, 101 : 12 includes -Votéstof the Basenbly 15 Oct ~ 12 Dee 1766 
printed by Waylena 


2)i0G.Oni220Rs 26>.:ancaudes Votes of the Assembly 6~25 Feb, 1786 
3) C.0, 105: 1  ineludes Laws of “thé 16 isleture of the Islends of Greneda 
> ' “Snd“the “Grenadines, printoa by Wayland 1767; 
plus en ect dated “7 Sept 1768 pagea Continuously from the 
1767 volume, ¥ 
4)..0,0s 2103.4. 6 ineludes @ further volune of laws, most dating from 1784, 
GUADELOUPE 


Printing wos introduccd nt Basse-Terre in 1765 by Jean Benard 


» who had reesived 
& 'brevet a'imprimeur! from Louis XV on 28 June 1764, 


printing in Guadeloupe by Lenis Blanche: 
als Guadeloupe published by the Government 


seer 


Tt is possible that the P.R,0, conta 
which the island was under British control, P.R.O, C0, 110 
but undated copies of addresses to the inhabitants, 


during 
: 3 ineludes 7 printed 
urging them to join the British 
==ss ner nt wnO8e Were probably printed in the West 


GUYANA 

Printing was introduced by 3.0, 
Janes Rodway, press 

notes on locations within Guyana of pre-18 
work which deals with post-1820 Guyanese 


de la Coste in 1793. There is a useful study by. 


(Worcester, Mass., 1918), which includes 
20 newspapers, I am not aware of any 
printing, and this appears a Sesideratum, 


HAITI 


According to Thomas a press was introduced in 1750. Deschamps. lists various works 


WOW ede e 


| 


Windwards lists holdings | 
the American Antiquarian Society and clsewhere, Bell & Parker 


described a 'roman faceticux et obscene! | 
believed to have been printed in Seint~Dominyue at the end of the 17th century. 


Printing was introduced into Jemaica by Robert Baldwin in 1718. . 
_ first West Indien islend to heve printing, its printers have received more study 


under the names of different tows etc. I am not aware of ony study of printing 

4 ‘ ai ; Had 
in the island, but Ulrick Duvivier's Bibliographie generale ct methodigue dUHoi ti 
(Port au Prince, 1941) includes a substantial Section on the Press on ppe314 ~ 407 
of vol.2. 


The British army in Seint—Domingue (1793-8) appears, from the typographical evidence 
of some pieces in the Institute of Jomaica, to have been accompanied by ae printer, 
No work has been Gone on this aspect of Haitian printing. There was also a 
hewspeaper, Le Mercure des Antilles, printed in Jemeice for cirowletion in . 
Saint-Domingue : this has beon studied by Gabriel Debicn, 'Un abbe maitre de pension 
& Saint Domingue puis journaliste a la Jamaique (1781-1785)! in Notes d'histoire 


colonials, no.43, 


| s . 1 
There is an obscure reference to French colonial printing in Charles Nodier's 
Melenges tireos d'unepetite bibliotheque (Paris, 1830) in which, Section 18, Nodier 
entitled Le Zombi du Grand-Porou which he 
SL 


All the evidence is ageinst the likelihood of Nodicr's attribution: Le Zonbi was 
no doubt written by somebody who had been in the Antilles, but not printed here. 


JAMATCA 
As befits the 


than those of any other territory: 

1. Prank Cundell, The press end printers of Jamaica prior to aD (Worcester, 
Mass., 1916); latgely but not completely superseded by the essay he prepared 
for the centensryeof the Gleener: 

2. Frank Cundall, A history of printing in Jameica from 1717 to 1834. (Kingston, 
1935). This romeing the standara-text for early’printing in the islend. ‘the 
POSt~1834. perioa is much loss well covered, but part is dealt with an 'The record 
of. 2 century: history of 'The Gleaner" from 1834-0 1954", a series of 
articles written by J. de Cordowa, H,G. deLisser ang others, published in 
The Deily Gleaner 13 Sept. 1934, 

Cundell's two essays provide the basis for further work, but are not 
without foult on the earliest printing in Jansice. 
end corrected by 


They are to be supplemented 


13. Douglas McMurtrie, The-first printing on the island of Jemaicn (Metuchen, 


N.J..1934) and by the more important. 


4+ Douglas MecMurtrie, The first printing in-Jemaica (vanston, Illinois, 1942) 


Which includes a facsimile of the earliest extant Janaican imprint. 
Neither Cundall nor McMuxtric made an intensive study of the work 
done by the first Jamaican printers, the Baldwin family or used the recorés 


DO cn wtaddatdst ade 


jal: 0 Bild 


“Qvedlebio-ct-S5anigh. Powis: “Thay: 45. given pb 

y 
"Printing Comes to Jamnice; 
Departzaent of Lib 


de Roderick Cave, 
Baldwin! (Mona, 


the work of Robert and 
fmplified by 
printing houge! (Mona, 


Tery Studies, 1975 ) 


Present whiter is ettemp+ s. 
tempting to rire: 


the books of Thonas Craddock? 


con 
Corned wi th the his Tecorded, Other SOIS Lor rege 
— fron the Cerinme ne aR: the de lang Peg 
International Work. in. Jernioat in a eres 
by = ai oe 
v7 - Departn _ P21 73-8 (ofr; inted o, , eS 
M.S, thesig 2 975) snd Haz : oo = 
GS. Gann siier ao <9 FRR Seep 8201 Bonnettts unpub’ 
“ee Connecticut, ations and 4 Sas 
1679! in Jou ej oe tion librariog 


It is POSBible to Kt 4 wishy } Vigne, 1767, 


lists given by Dos 


create a tentat: 


Cham; x 
hampe (under Port Royal /Port de Prance ; §. 
0 4/Port de. or 


ss 


and Swen plus those under the heading 'Presse' included in J. Gazin's Elements 

de _bibliograyhie generale ... de la Mertinique “(Fort de Frarice, 1926 ); Though ~ 
ill-organised for the purposes of tracking down Martinique imprints, Gazin's 
bibliography has the virtue of recording locations of many items in the Bibliotheque 


Nationale and other French libraries. ‘These printers include 


Pierre Richard active 1767 - 1788; 
"Pierre Richara & LeGadre active 1791 

Je Francois Bazille aetive 1791 
active as 'Thounens & Vauchet! 1791; 
The firm, under the 


ke Thounens 
later under his own name alone. 
‘style 'Pierre T, Thounens' or 'J,B, Thounens fils' 


continued active until the 1840s. 


Thounens! work denands investigation, since he seens 
to have been printing in Castries, St. lucia, in 1789/90; 
and must have some connection with 'B.J. Thounens & 


Companie' who were printers in Port au Prince, Saint- 


Domingac, of the Journal politique de Port-au-Prince in 1973. « 


MONS TERRAT 

No information gyetiahe. ee Leewards netes..that the British Museum's holdings 
include a rm of The Montserrat Herald fron n0.7; January 1898;. Lincoln lists vol.2 
no.73 of the weekly Monserrat Chronicle, 21 July 1876, 


MOSQUITO coAS? 
There is no evidence for printing at Bluefields or elsewhere on the Mosquito Coast 


before or while it was a British protectorate. There is some indication that its 
printing needs were met fron Belize, qeV. 


NEVIS 

No information. Baker: Leewards records that the British Museum had holdings of 
The Nevis Guardian vol.1 no.2 etc., Sept 1871 ~ Feb 1875; and of The liberal new 
Series v.1 no.1 ctce., Jan-July 1873. lincoln records only The Nevis Guardian for 
1871. I suspect that until well into the 19th century any printing needs were net 
from St. Kitts. ‘The local demand must always have been limited; Baker said that the 


Nevis Weekly Recorder in the’ early 1960s was reputed to have 2 circulation of 700. 


ST BARTHELEMY 
Formerly the Swedish West Indies; in 1874 ceded to’ Prance. Deschamps records one 


publication, but not the. nane-of the -_printer: 


Lévecdeatabes 


: en's 
oe. Beak bl Apart from the references in Swen to Thoun 
2, Ce «Ape 


fon is arate 
Very little information is avail imprints, the earliest references I heve 
; Castries impr ’ : 5 1 
tA ES ‘ 1789 end 1790 with : re kee 3 4 March 1820, 
Port reg &tions of St. Hartholonew. Gus tavia, 1815, 8yo, No other infomation _is Almanacs of my ie anes Courier des Antilles started 4 
J ~ ne 
Available, and ag Deschamps describes the island as Danish found have been 


| 4p ¥ 8 Sept 1856; all 
arles Wells 10 Sept 

onels Confidence in his 4 i The News started by Char | 

3 nd ; vi survive: 
information is less, L' In artial started 18 3, oil 


; ther copies of 
ia Almanac. I do not know whe 
listed in the 1903 St Iucie Almanac afore igen “pe 


ar in St. Lucia, 
| : erds founc no copies in S & Iree Press (Iter 
hae Bo 3 a me of papers: ‘the Palladium and St. Lucie iree 
Deschamps Quotes 2 book printed in Christiansteat: Kreool AB buch door g C. King nas Tuns of a number i 
CA 
Sainte-Croix, Deniel Thibou 1770 8yo, 


jadiun and Public Gazette) from v.1 no.l, 23 cise tian cgi 
Isaiah Thomas States that bublication or The Royaj Danish Anerican Gazette Started fhe St. lucie Gazette <tetucis Gazette val 1% hoses BT Press for 1845 ~ 4 
PeLORe 1770s: x58 tnt printing baa not ceived dn te ale eee the Oo oe S180 hc. Tue Intepondent Brose 
P@per commenceg publication, Under its Danish title (Hun Kongelic Densk-Anorikaner ; ssi. ae Ph gemma 
trykt—Tiden) ‘Deschanps reconis its publication as late as 1800, Lincoln lists a eee St. Mextin dey by day, : 


' Phillipsburg, 
3 publication from , 
issues of Sept 11 1776 (vol. 7, n0.911) ang 7 June 1796; he algo lists The St. o Lincoln records a pu 


y 


ecilities existed enywhere 
135. However, Hertog states thet no printing, feoili tie tinting service 
: LK 5 ; ovweve = 43 & p 
Gazette or 26 Oct 1810 and the Dansk Vestindisk Regiorings Avis of 29 Mey 1823, Bleigd ee del of Curaceo and Aruba until 1964 'yhen 
/ in the Dutch islands £ aint Lowen Ss 
he) ay R 
It should be noted that Danie] Thibou was printing in Basseterre, St, Kitts, 1765 was established on St, Mertin 
and 1769; Perhaps he then noveg to St. Croix.’ 
| SAINT THOMAS 810, for which year lincoln records two 
ST, EUSTATTYyS ry — A press was certeinly in operation by 1810, fo 1.1 10.53, 23 August 1810, and 
es ts A eprom ee = as “ee "net re Th S Gazette, vol, Pave or haath ati 
Hartog, writing in Swen, describes the work of Edwara Luther Low, o St. Kitts Weekly newspapers: ee. 1 Oct. 1810. No other. information 
printer who between 1789 end 1793 was active in st, Eustatius, printing the g¢.0°~ The St. Thomas Monday's Advertiscr, vol. ; 
Us: ite and book, the ‘he: by Samuez Avgus tus “Math ewe,” Tt seeng | ‘has been’ found, 
Probable that this wag branch office, rather than. that Low had: renova his ae x 
business fron gy, Rites (24: dare re recording that Recording to Hartog there hes SAINT “VINCENT t of St. Vincent, expect printing to be 
n . 
been no Printing a; St. Eustatius Since 1794! One would, in view or the late settlene 


Y ‘ ly 
inti erhaps as ear 
relatively late introduction, In fact there was waa Bey si ia and certainly 

; ( hich Deschamps quotes the publication Sef RewaIrs dencies 
) i Date B ky @8° 1784 (for which year incont and its dependencics... 
Prin h year The laws of the island of St, Vincent an ¥, who had 
ting wag introduceg into S¢,z Kitts by 1746, secon to Ag by 1788 in whic ye } ter was Joseph Berrow, 

ding Thonas, Probably by an So SME 6 cag RIO cr pe REEDS gE Aman 
Trishman, Thomas Howe, who in 1747 Starte | | 


+ 5 
a Publication of the st, Chris to er gazette to the end of the year 1787 wa ott Bo gis 
Thonas Tecords a Second printer, Samuel Jones, , Been eben gazette 


earlier. been: « printer in Dominica, Fsattteak 


H = 
wees i 
i 'New Printing Office! in st. 7 set sf The Royal St. Vincent Gazette & ¥ 
e ohns . " ‘set of The Royal St» Vincent Gazette & Heekly 
Antigua), and also Eeware Dubson, active 1767, ang Dante} ‘Thibou, netive 1765-1766 1 U.W.I. Library hay en i ghee Tse 1857. Beser Windwards records that _. 
In addition one can ligt Edward Luther Low, active 17851799. che ga Advertiser from-wor, Ay San Gat ‘ Chronicle & Fublic Gazette 1839-40 plus a 
acre St. Vincen: f other 
ae nie Bis) + | CQUST aides f ey 74 the British Museum has the r also. quotes.enmmber-io 
The early history of St. Kittg Printing ig Confused, and no Work eppearg to have number of later 19th century shew damaske Peay siowa is given, 
been done on ats No copies of Newspapers before the 1850s Survive in the ig] early 19th century Vincontian papers for which no 


‘up in-1876, 
I suspect the Goverment Printery. was. set-up in-187 


SURINAM. i » before 1775. Deschamps .. 
o geytcr : . : x can Antiquarian Society a) ; introduced at Paramaribo be. 
80 8 intro 
has Copies of The Charri bbean end General Gazette, VOl.7 no.3g6 13 Deo, 1775; of Thones states that printing wa 
The bbean Courier vol.1 29042, for g Nov, 1800, ang of the g 3 me 


7 cen tury newspaperg | eines ukaoy a 
would clarity tho Position considerably, 7" ! 


lists a book of 1788 


printed in Paranaribs- By WeWe 


No other information 


SWEDISH WES? INDIES 
See St, Barthelony 


» berheps printed in Surinan, 
Beelsnydor in 1798, 


aveilable té ne: 


The only account of printing in Tobago is Dougl 


the island of Tobags (Fort Worth, 1943) which 
ee VEE Dy 


Records ‘Office,... MeMurtrie, Quoting Ragatz, Sives the teference C,0, 285 ; 5 for 


his data; in addition ¢.0, 265 : 2 includes copies of the 


and 13 Nov 1807, ena 


14 Oct 1808, 0.0. 285 :] 


the Assenbly 4 Sept ~ 15 Oct 1810, 


Deschanps records The Tobe 


evidence that o Gazeta wos published in Port of 


to the King that he had ordered 
Printing under the British start 


of the Trini dad Weekly Courant, 


Studies of Trinidsa ‘printing Thelude Douglas Melturtrie: Notes ”oa the boginning or 


” 


Zinting on the isiang of Ivinidea (Fort Worth, 


island of Trinidad!, in West 


*entical). Bawardw,..Deniei ts Note" oh the introduction of printing into frinidad 
de Barlovento (Port og Spain? undated typescript, Ce 1950) draws on sone Rte ; 


but includes sone ‘etrors. 


unknown to MeMurtrie, 


Library Studies, 1974 
to the Sections in y, 


yy pointing out some of these 


8. Neipaul's The loss of 


in Trini daa, The Deportuent of Library Studies 


listing those pessage 


references it is clear that the Trinidad papers. in the Publi 


8 in Naipaul's text which discuss print 


repay further study, as they include Several of 


are also good runs of 
in Port of Spain, 


and enother on bush hegro dialec 


as McMurtric, The first printing on 


is based on docunen tg in the Publie 


5 includes 


Spain <a 1789, since Chacon reported 
its editor to leave Trinidad, on °7 Jan, 1790, 


Tobago Gazette for 16 Oct 


the printeq Minutes of 


1. bptengabiy: ree ON ithe pies ws 


‘time towards the ena of Spanish control of the island, 


Cassan!, There is 


writer (Monc, Departuent of 


errors, and drawing attention 
Dorado which discuss early printing 


has produced a noto (Mona, 1974) 


uv 


ing. Pron Naipaul's 


: Sth century at 
VIRGIN ISLANDS h islends; I suspect that until the 15th c 

mati the British isic . 

No infoymation on 


1 « ~ v a en ly 


B. 152 
: 5 a in P.R.O. C.05 
3, which is include 
ee 40 November 1773, St. Croix, St. Thome. 
for the Virgins dated : oT a ican islends, see St. Croix, 
f 11y. or 
was printed loca wi: Passi 


Sail Roderick Cave 
Li udies 
: me Devartuent of Library St 7 
| University of the West Indics, 
P.O.Box 181, 
Mona, Kingston 7, Jancica. 
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Additional notes towards the history of Printing 
& Related Trades in the West Indies 
eral Studies 
Peter L. Simmond's paper ‘Statistics of newspapers ‘in various countries ' 
in J. Statistical Soc. London v.4 (1841) pp.111-36 is of considerable rier st: 
The section dealing with the Caribbean press has been duplicated as Notes on sft 
West Indian newspapers (Nona, Department of Library studies, 1975). 
. Roderick Ccave's The use of slave labour in West Indian printing houses 
(Mona , ‘Department of Library Studies, 1975), though based on Jamaican and 
Antiguan wills and inventories, is probably relevant for other West Indian 
territories also. 
ti 
Swan's checklist was printed in Papers of the Bibliogra 1 Socie 
America, vol.50 (1956) pp.285-92. 
Bahamas 
Michael Craton's A History of the Bahamas 2nd ed, (London 1968) includes as 
Appendix C, page 305, a short account on John Yells and his newspaper. 


Bermuda 


Jean de Chantal Kennedy 's fascinating Biography of a colonial towns Hamilton, 
Bermuda _ 1790-1897 (Hamilton 1962) includes inter alia a good account of the 


early Bermuda newspapers. One of the printers was Alexander Holmes, who when 
driven out of the colony moved to Montego Bay, Jamaica, where he was active 
in the 1830s. 
Dominica 
The second work by McMurtrie is a ghost: I have now seen the bibliography 
which actually deals with the Dominican Repilic not Dominica. 
St. Lucia 
Henry Breen's St. Lucia: historical, statistical and descriptive (London, 1844; 
available in a modern offset litho reprint from Frank Cass) includes on 
pp.262-74 an interesting account of the early newspapers of the island. 
Surinam 
The book published in 1788, Essay historique sur la Colonie de Surinam is 
available in a modern offset litho reprint (Amsterdam, 1968). It is a 
polished piece of work; its types look like Fleischmann's, I can find no 


reference in it to printing in the colony, and suspect it may have been printed 


in Holland. rye See ea 


ee 
Tobago 


Carlton Ottley 's Complete history of the island of Tobago (Port of Spain, 


Ned., C1960?) includes a short note on public printing costs on pp.102-4, 

Trinidad 

1. lionel Praser, in his History of Trinidad (Port of Spain, 1891-6; available 
in modern offset litho reprint from Prank Cass) includes some notes on the 
early newspapers of Port of Spain, 

2. The recent centennial history of the Gmeitiaedn printing Office (1973) 


which I have not yet Scen, was summarised in PuSNewsletter no.28, Pp.4~7, 


Roderick Cave, 
March 1975, 


